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have enormous merits and great intellectual en-
dowments ; but can anybody say that they were
altruistic in the sense of being cosmopolitan ? Are
they not conspicuous, beyond any race, for the
narrower forms of altruism, rejection of a cosmo-
politan creed, even when it arose among them, and
exclusive devotion to the welfare of their own
people ? I think that it would be perfectly easy
to argue that the Greeks died out just because
of their cosmopolitan and therefore dispersive
tendencies, and that the Jews have held out from
a judicious adherence to narrower views of self-
preservation. But personally I regard all such
" arguments" as really belonging to the extra-
scientific regions of rhetorical illustration.

This suggests one other point which requires con-
sideration. Mr. Kidd regards it as proved that
progress has been due to the Christian religion,
which revealed the new moral doctrine. The Chris-
tian religion introduced, it seems, that belief in the
supernatural which is essential to altruism. It seems
to me to be inconsistent with his own principles,
that he should attribute progress to what is essen-
tially, on his own showing, an intellectual change:
that is, to a change in belief and even to a change
which, in comparison with the old polytheism, was
distinctly sceptical and rationalistic. But one point